








60

Events

EU politicians but also to participate in useful workshops and 
discussions, and to get new friends from all over Europe.

THANK YOU! 
EDS is very thankful for this great opportunity to its spon-
sors and true friends of EDS – Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, 
European People’s Party, Centre for European Studies and 
International Republican Institute!
EDS Bureau is proud of the successful event and is willing 
to continue this tradition to organise Winter Universities in 
Brussels. However, the Winter University could not have 
taken place without the great co-organisers from Belgium- 
Christen-Democratische Studenten (CDS) and les étudiants 
démocrates Humanistes (edH), who provided an outstanding 
organisational support. The Bureau thanks both organisa-
tions and hopes to cooperate with them also for the next 
project.

Southern Caucasus within the framework of “humanitarian 
dimension”, was discussed in the permanent working group 
of Policies for Europe. Permanent working groups were con-
tinued on Friday when the representatives took part in the 
detailed discussions on the Basic Programme and finally 
reached a consensus.

COUNCIL MEETING
On Saturday, the 3rd EDS Council Meeting of the working year 
took place. Here, after 7 years, a new Basic Programme 
was adopted. EDS presented its views with respect to Higher 
Education and Research questions, to the challenges of to-
day in the fields of different policies for Europe, and to human 
rights issues, presented by each working group respectively. 
Also a resolution on Russian interference in its Neighbouring 
countries was adopted by the Council.
Besides, EDS Chairman and Bureau gave extended reports 
on their activities. The membership survey and a possible 
new membership fee structure conducted by the Bureau 
were presented and discussed. Furthermore, the Bureau 
presented its newest campaigns and the second issue of 
BullsEye , the magazine of EDS. 
Apart from that, Young Likud Congress from Israel was ac-
cepted back to EDS, now as an affiliate member.
After almost 10 hours of intensive exchange with a record 
number of 33 member organisations in attendance, the 
Council was concluded with a farewell dinner.

SPECIAL FEATURES
On Friday the EDS Alumni dinner, with almost 40 alumni 
present, took place. Participants of Winter University. re-
ceived greetings by former chairman Lars Eskerland, former 
chairman Gunther Fehlinger and former vice-chairman Frank 
Engel, MEP and other former activists of EDS

CULTURE/ VISITS
Althought the main focus of the event was to get to know the 
„Europan Quarter”- to visit European Parliament and Com-
mission and to feel the spirit of EU decision making process, 
participants had the possibility to explore the beautiful old 
town of Brussels, Place du Sablon and enjoy of good Belgian 
food and culture.

EVALUATION
After the events in the evaluation forms almost all partici-
pants mentioned that EDS Winter University was a unique 
opportunity not only to see many of the absolute first line of 

XX. Winter University in Brussels
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Events4th Council Meeting in Vilnius

“EU and Russia: 
A new page in our relationship?” 
May 5th - 9th in Vilnius

The 4th Council meeting of the working year took place in 
early May in Vilnius. After almost a decade, EDS came back 
to the beautiful capital of Lithuania. The event was hosted by 
EDS member organisation Jaunuju konservatoriu lyga (JKL).
SPEAKERS
Many distinguished speakers and politicians were invited 
to talk to EDS members - Andrius Kubilius, Prime Minister 
of Lithuania; Irena Degutien, Speaker of Parliament, Rasa 
Juknevičienė Minister of Defence of Republic of Lithuania, 
Audronius Ažubalis, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Republic of 
Lithuania and Radvilė Morkūnaitnė, Member of the European 
Parliament (former chairwoman of JKL). Since the topic of 
the event was EU and Russia: A new page in our relation-
ship? the speakers mainly focused on this aspect of external 
relations of EU and Baltic states, but also addressed such 
questions as implementation of the Lisbon treaty, EU rela-
tionship with USA, values and traditions were mentioned and 
actively discussed. 
VISITS
Besides the lectures and workshops participants visited Cen-
tral Europe Studies Centre at Vilnius University, and Euro-
pean Humanities University - a Belarusian University in exile 
– the real, practical example of regional cooperation and sup-
port in the field of Higher education.

WORKSHOPS
The Event continued the tradition to have workshops organ-
ised for participants, this time on topics of higher educa-
tion with Lithuania’s higher education reform authors and 

Student representatives, and on human rights with repre-
sentatives of Eastern Europe Study Centre and MPs. On the 
second session of the participants had the possibility to get 
hans-on knowledge about the organisation of international 
events and preparing EDS motions.

PWGs/ COUNCIL MEETING
The first half of the Friday was devoted to EDS Permanent 
working groups. The outcome of the working groups was 
presented in EDS Council meeting, which took place on Sat-
urday, in the conference centre of the open air museum of 
the Centre for Europe. In the Council meeting EDS adopted 
several documents: resolution on Youth unemployment and 
on Bologna process and EDS Position on Europe 2020 Strat-
egy. Also the new membership fee structure and upcoming 
EDS campaign on Academic unemployment were presented 
and discussed by the Council.

CULTURE
On Thursday participants had the possibility to visit Trakai- 
the capital of Lithuania in the Middle Ages which was built 
and preserved by people of different nationalities lived there 
side by side. It was also a real pleasure for all participants to 
experience the current capital of Lithuania – Vilnius city with 
its outstanding baroque architecture, modern buildings and 
nice people. 
SPECIAL FEATURES
EPP had its Political Assembly in Vilnius, directly after the 
closing of the EDS event. it was an additional possibility for 
EDS members to participate in EPP events as representa-
tives from their mother parties.

EVALUATION
In the evaluation forms many participants outlined the pos-
sibility to meet high-ranked speakers- Lithuanian top politi-
cians, useful experience from EDS workshops and the per-
fect organisational work of the hosts.
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The Policy days of the working year took place in early June in 
Kiev, Ukraine.The event was hosted by EDS member organi-
sation Ukrainian Students Association (USA).
SPEAKERS
The delegates had the possibility to meet with many inter-
esting speakers: representatives from the Parliament of 
Ukraine, political parties, government and senior officials 
from the Ministry for Family, Youth and Sport. Participants 
discussed various topics, including higher education system 
in Ukraine and strategy for its development, youth move-
ments in Ukraine, integration of the Ukrainian youth policy 
in the European structures, and elections and campaigning. 
However, not only politics and student issues were discussed. 
EDS also had a discussion with Yevstratiy Zoria, Bishop of 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Kiev Patriarchate, who helped 
us tp broaden our understanding about the history of the 
country and the relationship between the state and religion.

EDS POLICY WORK
The last official day of the Policy days was devoted to EDS 
work. On the morning EDS bureau gathered to discuss im-
portant upcoming issues - the preparation for the EDS Sum-
mer University and Annual meeting, publishing of the Annual 
report and other ongoing business.
EDS Policy meeting took place on Saturday afternoon. The 
main topic of the Policy meeting were the Statutory chang-
es, presented by EDS Vice Chairman Samuli Kauranne. The 
discussions were fruitful and the provided amendments will 
help to regulate many issues that have been hindering the 
efficient work of EDS in past. 
VISITS
Besides the lectures and EDS work participants had the ex-
cursion in the Parliament of Ukraine- Verkhovna Rada- the 

“New Challenges or new perspectives 
for development?”
June 10th - 13th in Kiev

impressive, neo classical building in the picturesque park. 
After the visit of Parliament participants visited the Cabinet 
of Ministers and the historical office of the Ukrainian Prime 
ministers.

CULTURE
During all their stay the participants enjoyed the architec-
ture and atmosphere of the industrial, scientific, educational 
and cultural centre of Eastern Europe, the beautiful city of 
Kiev, which is built on nine hills and lies on the both banks of 
Dnieper River. Kiev gives not only a feeling of real metropolis 
with its famous Maidan or Independence square but amazes 
with its impressive religious heritage as well – for example 
the most famous complexes of St. Sophia Cathedral and 
Kiev Pechersk Lavra. EDS can totally agree with the Bishop 
Vasilkovsky that Ukraine does not only benefit from EU but 
can also provide its unique spiritual heritage to Europeans. 
As the historic centre of the East Slavic civilization and a 
major cradle for the Christianization of Russians, Kiev has 
retained through centuries its cultural importance and is the 
centre of the Eastern Orthodox Christianity of the primary 
importance.

EVALUATION
In their evaluation forms participants underlined that policy 
days indeed improved insight into EU integration process of 
the Ukraine and the security situation of the whole Eastern 
European region.

Policy Days in Kiev
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AG Austria
ActionsGemeinschaft
www.aktionsgemeinschaft.at

The year 2009/10 was a very eventful one for the largest 
Austrian political student organisation. 
After having won with a great majority the elections to the 
Austrian Student Union (ÖH) in late may 2009 AG affirmed 
its leadership position. In spite of the clear victory of Aktion-
sGemeinschaft and ignorant of the clear signal from the vot-
ing students, far left-wing student parties decided to exclude 
AG from all coalition talks and to form a left-wing executive 
bureau; henceforth promoting policies running counter to 
the students’ interests. 
In the wake of the winter semester 2009/10 a student 
protest movement was formed by the political left. While 
this movement gave much needed general public attention 
to the existing problems in the Austrian higher education 
system, their conclusions and demands were outrageously 
inappropriate. AG directed as the only student party all its ef-
forts from the very beginning to ending the blockade of Aus-
trian universities maintained by this protest movement, and 
to finding feasible solutions to the problems present. These 
efforts were eventually successful and the universities could 
go back to their very purpose of educating young people. 
However many problems persist and AktionsGemeinschaft 
Austria will struggle hard to find solutions in the interest of 
the students in line with the ideals of the European centre 
right. 
Furthermore we have begun a very successful co-operation 
with the Austrian “Schülerunion” organising a large active 
orientation event for high school graduates to provide them 
with first hand insight into university and student life and of-
fer advice on job opportunities. 

YF Belarus
/ Young Front

During the period of 2009 Young Front carried 
out several civil and political campaigns, public actions and 
projects all over the country.  On February 2nd 2009 YF 
presented the Law about Youth Policy to the Belarusian Re-
publican Youth Union and addressed the National Assembly, 

the Council of 
Ministers and 
President’s Ad-
ministration. 
The Law about 
Youth Policy 
was prepared 
by the Young 
Front accord-
ing to the bills 
of European 
countries. The 
aim of creating 
the alternative bill was the development of non-governmental 
youth organisations, and adequate control of youth activity in 
Belarus. The Council of Ministers and Lukashenka’s Admin-
istration ignored the letter. The House of Representatives 
answered the letter and mentioned that some rules of YF 
Law would be included to the bill “About the basics of govern-
mental youth policy”.

Every month on the 16th in different cities of Belarus the tra-
ditional Actions of “Solidarity” with the political prisoners and 
enforcedly disappeared public leaders in Belarus are held. 
In 2009 the national campaign “Solidarity” was dedicated to 
illegal arrests, imprisonments and disappearances of public 
human rights figures, as well as several YF members.

This year YF organised a festive performance and street 
parade with Belarusian and European flags and a concert 
of the group “P.L.A.N.”. The Youth Fest was severely driven 
away by authorities. Before the move the authorities tried to 
prevent the Young Frontees from participating: there were 
several illegal searches with confiscating materials and tech-
nology, Additionally Minsk City Executive Committee refused 
YF permission to hold an authorised parade, but without giv-
ing another place to make the protest, an action that breaks 
the Belarusian Law.

YF also celebrated anniversary of the Declaration of Belarus’ 
Independence and started the anti-communist campaign un-
der the slogan “Communism = Fascism!”, pointing out that in 
Belarus communist ideology exists even today, and the lead-
ers of communist terror who eradicated Belarusian nation-
hood have not been brought to account.  

The aim of the campaign was to ‘Belarusisize’ all the spheres 
of life in Belarus, firstly education. The main means of reali-
sation of the campaign “For the Belarusian Language” is s.

Full Member organisations
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CDS Belgium
Christen-Democratische Studenten
http://www.cdsnet.be/

Our working year started off with a Summer Weekend in July 
where the different local branches of our organisation sat 
together to work on the new academic year for CDS. The dif-
ferent branches at the universities of Antwerp, Ghent, Leu-
ven and Hasselt had once more put together an interesting 
agenda with weekly activities whereby students are given the 
opportunity of listening to, and debating with, expert speak-
ers out of different sectors of society. 

The local branches and the national board also put together 
a plan for the organisation of the Winter University after 
we were asked to be a co-host of this wonderful event. Dur-
ing the first semester of the working year a small, but very 
enthusiastic team focused on the practical organisation of 
this event. The XXth Winter University turned out to be a 
fantastic and interesting week.  In the second semester of 
the academic year the local branches once more proved to 
be the beating heart of our organisation, providing an im-
pressive series of activities with a happy increase in attend-
ing students and members as result. In March it was time 
for another yearly high in the working year with the National 
Congress of our organisation. At this event all members are 
invited to discuss and debate about our policies and views.  
The topic this year was the future of our social welfare sys-
tem. The basic document was the result of a lot of hard 
work by a small group of our members in a working group. In 
April we held a Spring Weekend where everyone was invited 
to evaluate the past academic year and our organisation as 
a whole.

CDS combines political ideological debating with a long tradi-
tion of student events such as club evenings, bar nights and 
a cantus.  We were very happy to welcome Bence Bauer, 
Maria Keris and also our good friends from edH to a can-
tus, organised by the local branch in Ghent in April.  With 
the spring came also the end of the academic year and our 
yearly elections. Succession in the different local branches is 
secured and also on the national level our future looks bright.  
Hannelore Goffin, chairman of the local branch in Hasselt the 
past academic year, was elected national chairman for the 
upcoming academic year. A new and very motivated national 
board and team of local chairmen is looking forward to con-
tribute to a further expansion and flourish of CDS. 

les edH Belgium
les étudiants démocrates Humanistes
the Humanist democratic students
http://www.lesedh.be/

In edH congress Sébastien Dekeyser was re-elected as chair-
man for the coming year. Arnaud Bassetto was appointed as 
the new Secretary General and Germaine Nsanzimana to as 
the new International Secretary.
In Student Council elections we managed to have two mem-
bers elected in Louvain Students council and two others in 
Namur.
Our mother party lost one seat in the lower chamber (from 
10 to 9) and another seat in the upper chamber (from 5 to 
4) in the Belgian legislative elections 2010. 
This year, our first concern was recruiting new members. 
Our recruitment campaign proved to be very succesfull, we 
managed to reinforce our presence in the local branches of 
Namur and Liege. We have also been working on the acces-
sibility of higher education with “la stratégie de Knokke”. We 
organized regularly all kinds of activities on our campuses, 
including conferences, political debates and such.
We also acted as co-organisers of XX. EDS Winter Universi-
ty in Brussels, and assisted EDS Bureau and CDS with many 
practical aspects of the event and provided manpower.

AM SDA Bosnia 
and Herzegovina

Asocijacija Mladih Stranke 
Demokratske Akcije
Youth Association of Party of Democratic Action
http://www.sda.ba/

In our annual congress we elected a new president for AM 
SDA, Mr. Salmir Kaplan. He was also appointed as Press 
Secretary of the SDA Party. The new Secretary General is 
Mr Mirsad Mujic ́. In the party Congress, Mr Senad Šepic, 
a former President of the AM SDA, was elected as a Vice-
President of the SDA Party . 
Currently we are preparing for the Parliamentary and Presi-
dential Elections, which occur on October 3rd 2010. 

Full Member organisations
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MGERB BULGARIA

http://mgerb-en.blogspot.com/

Last year was quite fruitful for MGERB at both national and 
international levels. In July 2009 Bulgaria held its general 
elections which resulted in almost absolute majority for the 
political party GERB, receiving 117 from 240 seats in the 
Parliament, and creating a minority government. Seven 
members of MGERB were elected MPs and many more 
found their place in the Executive power. Since then MGERB 
focused its activities on the creation of youth policies and 
educational reform. 

In early 2010 MGERB launched the “Save the Education 
Now (SOS)” nationwide campaign, aimed in gathering stu-
dent opinions and ideas for higher education reform, as well 
as discussing MGERB’s ideas for reforms with the National 
Representation of Student Councils. At the end the support-
ed proposals were presented to the Minister of Education, 
Youth and Science. Afterwards MGERB started the debate 
on the forthcoming new legislative changes in the field of 
higher education and will see its ideas as legislative propos-
als. The youth of GERB is active in youth policies as well – its 
members put in the public agenda the creation of a strategy 
for youth, national youth representations and new legislation 
in the area. Another area of work is the capacity building and 
training of its members. MGERB conducted several national 
and regional political academies, summer and winter univer-
sities, and started an internship program in the EPP Bulgar-
ian delegation in the European parliament.  

In February 2010 MGERB hosted in Sofia the YEPP confer-
ence “Young people in politics – national and European dimen-
sion” with special guests the EDS Chairman Bence Bauer 
and Secretary General Maria Keris. The conference adopted 
a white paper, proposed by MGERB, on stimulating youth 
participation in politics. Several months later EDS council in 
Vilnius adopted MGERB’s motion encouraging student par-
ticipation in public life and in the policy making process. 

During the working year we prepared a White Paper on EU 
Enlargement for the YEPP Council Meeting, which AM SDA 
will be organising in September 2010 in Sarajevo. The semi-
nar is titled „The Future of EU Enlargement in the Western 
Balkans“ 16 – 19 September 2010.
This year also marked a great achievent for AM SDA, as the 
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina finally adopted a youth 
law, a piece of legislation which AM SDA has been campaign-
ing with major efforts for years. 

FISS BULGARIA

Federation of Independent Student Societies

We held our Annual Congress in November 2009 in Sofia 
where we adopted changes in our Constitution, and approved 
the creation of new Branch. The new part of FISS core docu-
ment improved the role of the Ronald Reagan Committee 
for actions for strengthening the democracy and freedom of 
speech. Also there were special remarks made for the past 
Leaderships of the organization and the Congress adopted 
Declaration “Tradition and Development”, in which we strong-
ly proclaimed the ideas for continuing traditions and constant 
support of old members of FISS to the new leaders with 
resources, ideas an advices.

Parliamentary elections were held in Bulgaria on 5th July 
2009. The decisive winners of the elections were the right-
wing political parties, led by newly formed Citizens for Eu-
ropean Development of Bulgaria (GERB) party. GERB and 
Blue coalition amassed more votes than the members of 
the then-ruling centre-left coalition combined, and formed a 
centre-right government. Parties such as LIDER and Sime-
on Saxe-Coburg Gotha’s, once ruling NDSV, did not cross 
the 4% threshold and won no seats. The voter turnout of 
60.20% was perceived as high, but was not unexpected. 

New changes of the Law of Higher education are in progress 
with active role of the Federations’ experts. Togother MGERB 
and FISS are proposing the idea for joined, state governed 
campuses, aiming for secure and proffessionally oriented en-
viroment with more connection between academic society 
and bussiness field. 

We also helped the Ronald Reagan Committee Commemora-
tion of President Reagan with construction of a monument 
in our capital Sofia.
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SO HSS CROATIA
Sveucilisna organizacija Hrvatske 
seljacke stranke
University organization of the 
Croatian Peasant Party
http://www.sohss.org/

SO HSS had elections in January 2010 and since then has 
worked with a new leadership. Mr. Mateo Ivanac was elected 
as Chairman, Ms Petra Vresk as Secretary General. Dr. Ne-
venka Cigrovski was appoited as the new International Sec-
retary.  

Constituent meeting of our new leadership took place in Ri-
jeka in the beginning of March 2010. Out of 14 Bureau 
members, 13 were present. In the session work plans for 
the current year were discussed on all fields of operations. 

To amend the Summer Academy, which is the biggest annual 
project of SO HSS, a discussion was held concerning the 
return of the Spring Academy. The idea was enthusiastically 
accepted.

Furthermore, SO HSS celebrates 100 years of its existence 
this year, which certainly should be commemorated and cel-
ebrated. The new leadership has decided that the celebra-
tion should be after the summer to have enough time for 
preparations and to reach as large audiences as possible. 
They also discussed current student problems with a focus 
on the Bologna Process and its implementation.

VII. Spring Academy of SO HSS took place in Osijek in April 
2010, with the kind support of the Hanns Siedel Stiftung 
and the Association for Promotion of Croatian Political His-
tory “Neda Prpic Gamiršek”. Academy gathered SO HSS 
members from all of Croatia as well as highly ranked offi-
cials from Croatian Peasant Party (HSS) such as Mr. Nenad 
Matić – General Secretary of HSS, Darko Till – International 
Secretary of HSS-a and Vedran Bajsić – advisor to the Deputy 
Prime Minister.

The participants attended interesting lectures and work-
shops, mainly regarding the Bologna Process and higher 
education. On this occasion, the results of the online poll, 
which SOHSS conducted among the students in Croatia, 
were presented.   

HAZ CROATIA
Hrvatska akademska zajednica
Croatian Academic Union
http://www.haz.hr/

In the last year HAZ has started a thorough structural re-
form in order to finally resolve the institutional crisis on the 
national level of the organisation. Leaderships of the local 
branches have met this far two times and had numerous on-
line meetings where they discussed statutory and operation-
al issues. The work was temporarily halted by the challenges 
of financial crisis and ongoing projects on the local level but 
currently enacting National presidency looks optimistically to-
wards a National Assembly being held in autumn 2010.

Presidential elections were held in Croatia in late December 
and early January with dr.sc. Ivo Josipovic from the social-
democrat party winning in the second round. Country’s po-
litical climate is now noticeably turning more and more to-
wards the Parliamentary elections which are scheduled to 
take place in the second hald of 2011. Student elections 
were held in early May 2010 and HAZ members ran and 
campaigned on four largest Croatian Universities. Results 
are still indecisive as elections had to be repeated on couple 
of faculties but current results look favourable for HAZ in 
Split and Zagreb.

In HAZ’s affiliate political party HDZ inter-party elections have 
been held in summer 2010. After the new Chairwoman and 
party Presidency took over in July 2009, a need for regroup-
ing the party arose in order to strengthen it before the par-
liamentary elections. New leadership has also been elected 
in the youth branch of the party – MHDZ.

On international field, HAZ was a co-host of the fourth Cen-
tral European Youth Conference (CEYC) together with Fidesz 
IT which took place in late May 2010 in Pécs and Vukovar. 

Being fully dedicated to the reforms and determined to im-
prove the standard of living of Croatian citizens, Croatian 
government managed to open the last three chapters of the 
negotiations with the European Union with a prospect of fin-
ishing negotiations by the end of 2010.
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MK CZECH REPUBLIC
Mladí konzervativci
Young Conservatives
http://www.konzervativci.cz/

Mladí Konzervativci held a Congress at the end of March 
2010. The congress is gathered every 2 years, which gives 
sufficient time to the board for work. Jiří Fremr was con-
vincingly re-elected as the Chairman. Jaroslav Kepka was 
re-appointed as the Foreign Secretary.

MK helped ODS in their electoral campaign. We tried to at-
tract mainly students and young people. Furthermore, MK 
used the social net sites i.e. Facebook, where we founded 
several fan pages. MK also co-organised a virtual demon-
stration, where 30 000 people took part virtually through 
their avatars. 

General elections were held in the Czech Republic in late 
May. Initially polls prdicted that the Centre-right coalition 
would lose its majoritys. Therefore, even bigger was the posi-
tive surprise when the results were published. The Socialists 
won, as expected, but they lost 10% of their predicted elec-
torate in the span of the very last week before the election 
day, so the victory with 22 % was a disappointment for them. 

The new appearances on the Czech political scene received 
massive support to two new parties, Věci Veřejné (Public 
Matters) and TOP 09 managed to gain 65 (out of 200), 
seats together. A coalition of ODS, VV and TOP 09, hav-
ing 118 seats in the Parliament was sworn into office in 
late June. ODS chairman, Petr Nečas, became the Prime 
minister. The three parties managed to agree on the crucial 
points and put together a center-right government. 

As Czech Republic was standing on the brink of the financial 
crisis, the responsible budget policy of the right seems to win 
over the populist wasting of money on the left.

2010 will be a super-election year in Czech Republic as Sen-
ate elections and municipal elections are going to take place 
in autumn. After years of weak and unstable government, 
the Czech Republic can now be ruled by an independent gov-
ernment. And the majority guarantees that no insane move-
ments of any opposition deputies can succeed to overthrow 
the government, which has been commonplace in past.

In the international field, MK also was the main organiser 
and host of the DEMYC Study session in June 2010.

FPK PROTOPORIA CYPRUS

http://www.protoporia.org/

The Year 2009-2010 started in July 29th 
2009 with the Annual Electoral Assebly of our Organiza-
tion. A new Central Bureau was elected and the new year 
kicked off with a new President. Mr. Giorgos Panagiotou, 
who shared his ideas and changes that needed to be done 
and presented the programme that would be followed with 
in the year. 

During the year the Organization focused in the Students elec-
tions which have been taking place in every city and  Country 
were Cypriot students live and study. This year there were 
elections in 16 places all over the world. More specific, from 
February until May elections were held in University of Cy-
prus, University of Nicosia, Technological University, Univer-
sity of Tourism and Frederick University where the four elec-
tions in Cyprus were followed by Greece were elections took 
place in the cities of Athens, Thessaloniki, Ioannina, Patra, 
Volos, Komotini, Larissa, Lamia, Heraclion and Rethymno. 

There were elections also in United Kingdom and Hungary 
which yielded a very successful result for our Organization. 
In the overall out of ove 16.000 votes, FPK Protoporia ac-
quired almost 7.000 (41 %) votes and was a clear winner. 
This managed to guarantee us a slight majority in the Stu-
dents Federation.

From the beginning of the year, FPK Protoporia was deter-
mined to re-establish its relations with EDS through its mem-
bers. It was decided that when EDS is adopting any resolu-
tions or policies, FPK Protoporia Cyprus would present it also 
here in Cyprus and follow it.

During the year 2009/2010 FPK Protoporia conducted 
three major Campaigns. Campaigns against Drugs and for 
Sensitivity in Traffic were organised all over Cyprus, followed 
by a local adaptation of overt EDS campaign to commemo-
rate the 20th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall. FPK 
Protoporia participated by translating the booklet that was 
issued by EDS and sending it out to all of our members all 
over the world.
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On national level IRL Youth organised two campaigns: one 
against Land Tax, and another is an ongoing information dis-
semination campaign on upcoming switch to Digital Video 
Broadcast in July 2010.
IRL Youth representatives have regularly attended IYDU, 
EDS, YEPP and DEMYC meetings, where we are a full mem-
ber organisation in each. Regional cooperation is also very 
vital, and we have hosted guests from Finnish National Coali-
tion party and participated at regional NKSU meetings. 
IRL Youth has started preparations for Parliamentary elec-
tions in March 2011, and welcomes Estonia joining the Eu-
rozone on 1st January 2011.

TK FINLAND
Kokoomuksen Opiskelijaliitto 
Tuhatkunta
Student Union of National Coalition Party “Tuhatkunta”
http://www.kokoomusopiskelijat.fi/

The Annual Congress of TK elected a new leadership for 
TK in November 2009. The congress re-elected Ms. Jenny 
Nyman chairman and elected two new vice chairmen and 
seven members of National board. The chairmen are elected 
next in 2011, the regular members are elected every year. 
The Congress also adopted a new political programme, ex-
traordinarily valid for only one year at this time. There were 
also changes to employed/appointed staff in January 2010 
when Mr. Perttu Koistinen began as the new Secretary Gen-
eral and Ms. Lotta Merisaari appointed as the new Interna-
tional Secretary.

Bi-annual student elections were held in Finland in October 
2009. TK organised a campaign entitled “A Huge Differ-
ence” that aimed to point out benefits of voting for a politi-
cally committed candidate instead of a non-committed one. 
TK emerged the biggest political group with a 7.7 % overall 
result, the biggest political challenger being the Green Stu-
dents who achieved an overall result of 7.4 %. 65.3 % of 
voters voted for politically non-committed lists. The average 
voter turnout was 28.4 %. In Finnish Student Elections every 
undergraduate student, enrolled at the time at a university, 
has a voting right. Student councils have a legislation-based 
power to nominate student representatives to governing 
bodies of universities, at all levels of administration.

DKS DENMARK
Danmarks Konservative Studerende
www.konservativestuderende.dk

The DKS annual meeting was held in March. The Chairman, 
Nicolaj Bang, was re-elected, while Copenhagen branch 
Chairman Lisa Mette Raae Bartholin was elected Vice-Chair-
man. At the first Bureau Meeting, Mads Fløe Holm was ap-
pointed Secretary General, and Carina Munck Olsén was re-
appointed International Secretary.
DKS participated in student elections at most Danish univer-
sities and had representatives elected in multiple governing 
bodies. 
DKS has hosted two major conferences this working year: 
One on policies for Higher Education, and one on General 
Education and Manners.
In February 2010, Prime Minister Rasmussen changed his 
team of ministers, making former DKS vice-chairwoman 
Lene Espersen, now leader of the Conservative People’s Par-
ty (Det konservative Folkeparti), minister for Foreign Affairs. 
A former DKS chairwoman, Connie Hedegaard, is now the 
EU Commissioner for Climate Action. 

IRLY ESTONIA
Isamaa ja Res Publica Liidu Noored
Pro Patria & Res Publica Union Youth
http://noored.irl.ee/

The general aims of IRL Youth are to support the national 
conservative policies; encourage an entrepreneurial econo-
my and progressive society, where people dare to make their 
own decisions and be responsible and maintain a strong in-
dependent Estonia as a country at the heart of Europe. IRL 
Youth unites young people who share common values, are 
interested in politics and want to have their say in it. 
In April 2010 IRL Youth elected a new board with Maria 
Kasepalu as the new Chairwoman. The size of the board is 
15 people comprising of a Chairman, 3 Vice-Chairmen and 
11 board members.
IRL Youth actively and regularly engages in dialogues relat-
ing to youth and student policies and contributes to mother 
party positions by bringing in youth point of view.
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UNI and MÉT presented several different resolutions and 
campaigns. We presented our proposals to help students 
from the middle class, including a campaign for student loan 
with zero rate interests. We also published a study showing 
that quotas are not a viable solution to enable access to Uni-
versities for students from a lower social background. 
In November 2009, UNI celebrated the twentieth anniver-
sary of the fall of the Berlin Wall during the annual congress 
and different events. UNI published a book explaining the 
fights against Communism until 1989. On November 9th, 
UNI demonstrated in front of the Communist Party head-
quarters and called upon the Communists to change their 
name.

YSO GRAALI GEORGIA
Axalgazrda Studenta Organizacia Graali
Young Students Organization Graali

During last year, Graali has participated in many forms of 
campaigning. Graali periodically held actions to help home-
less children. We have active volunteers who take part in 
these actions. A concert with the participation of the Geor-
gian celebrities was organised in 2010 and the money 
earned from this concert was sent to homeless children. 

Together with other student organisations and with the as-
sistance of party and the government, Graali held a char-
ity fundraiser in September of 2009. The aim of this event 
was to help the population pursued after Russian aggression 
with the donations received. Graali also organised a protest 
against Russian aggression with participation of 3000 stu-
dents in October 2009.

There was a protest against the government in August of 
2009. Graali was calling for increments to monthly allow-
ances, opening more options to enrol more students in ex-
change programs and simplify student visas.

We also hosted International Republican Institute and Na-
tional Democratic Institute conferences. With these impor-
tant collaborators, we discussed upcoming parliamentary 
elections, student issues, the importance of Caucasus, and 
relationship issues between NATO and Georgia. 

In 2010, first time in its history, Graali participated in Geor-
gian General Elections. Unfortunately our candidate Giorgi 
Gogoladze came 4th in his precinct and was not elected.

Between August 2009 and June 2010 TK passed seven 
Resolutions as Press Releases. Four of the resolutions have 
concerned university entry exams and quotas. TK is against 
governmental plans to abolish entry exams and introduce 
quotas for students of immigrant background. TK also op-
poses introducing gender quotas for the teacher’s curricu-
lum. TK calls for re-calculating entry quotas to guarantee 
that universities wouldn’t take more students on any cur-
riculum than there is need for on the employment market. 
In May 2010 TK reached 50 years of age. The occasion was 
celebrated with about 100 alumni and current activists in 
attendance. The festivities were also honoured by high level 
party leadership, including the Deputy Prime Minister Mr. 
Jyrki Katainen.

UNI-MÉT FRANCE
Union Nationale inter-universitaire 
(until January 2010)
le Mouvement des Étudiants
http://www.mouvementdesetudiants.fr/

During the year 2009-10, UNI introduced major changes 
in its structure. The association gathering students, pro-
fessors and all people interested in higher education policy 
decided to organise better into different branches. During 
the annual congress in November 2009, where EDS Chair-
man Bence Bauer addressed the delegates, UNI elected a 
new Chairman, Olivier Vial who served formerly as Secretary 
General. Rémi Martial was elected as the chairman of UNI 
Students. Already in January 2010, UNI Students merged 
with twenty like-minded organisations. The new association, 
called Mouvement des étudiants (MÉT), elected Rémi Mar-
tial as its first Chairman at the founding congress.
This merger was necessary due to the new electoral sys-
tems at the universities. With up to five student representa-
tives in the Board of Governors, we unified all the like-minded 
associations in order to get elected in most of the universi-
ties. Since the higher education reform in 2007, all student 
elections are taking place within a period of three months 
every second year. MÉT members were really busy with 
these elections at the universities. We achieved generally 
good results, especially in Aix-Marseille III Paul Cézanne and 
Perpignan where we MÉT delegates were elected as Vice-
Presidents for Student Affairs at their universities. 
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DAP-NDFK GREECE

http://www.dap.gr/

 
DAP-NDFK leadership changed in September 2009 and the 
current Secretary General of the organisation is Giorgos Pa-
padomichelakis. The executive board managed to empower 
the organisations in the universities and the cities all over 
Greece. Currently DAP-NDFK is going through some struc-
tural changes in order to create more open spaces for dia-
logue. The whole structure of the board will be reformed and 
participants will be empowered so that every single member 
has possibility to participate.

In October 2009 the national elections in Greece resulted 
in a defeat for Nea Demokratia (DAP-NDFK‘s mother party). 

The organisation had less than a month to prepare for the 
national student elections after the general elections, but 
DAP-NDFK managed to come first with 36% general support 
against the 32% of the socialist students, which is only 1% 
less than the previous year. Considering the political situation 
in Greece, and the fact that the mother party was no longer 
in government, this result was a great success. It was the 
24th consecutive victory of DAP-NDFK in 34 years of its 
existence. 

This year, for the first time, DAP-NDFK campaigned online.
The campaign went via Facebook and a the website. A live 
broadcast of the campaign events was also launched for the 
first time, and a new logo was presented and spread ex-
tremely quickly. Also traditional posters and outdoor banners 
were used on every university all over Greece

Riots in Greek universities are still one of the biggest issues 
so the this year’s campaign was also dedicated to sugges-
tions, ideas and work on the best use of the academic asy-
lum. The leftist organisations reacted violently to all of DAP-
NDFK‘s initiatives so there is still much work to do in order 
to stabilise the situation. 

Unfortunately this year DAP-NDFK was not able to be very 
active internationally due to four consecutive elections. How-
ever, as Greece finds itself currently in a crisis, we see inter-
national co-operation more important now than ever.

RCDS GERMANY
Ring Christlich-Demokratischer 
Studenten
http://www.rcds.de/

 
In February 2010 the Annual Convention of RCDS took 
place in Berlin, where a new board was elected. Stefan Holz 
was elected as the new Chairman, Stephan Convent as the 
Treasurer and a Vice Chairman and Sebastian Brewe as a 
Vice Chairman. The term in office has always been one year 
starting in spring. However, due to the Bologna Process, 
most university programs now start in autumn. Therefore, 
the term of the new board was extended by half a year until 
autumn 2011. Afterwards RCDS boards will revert back to 
one year terms again.

To underline the impact and visibility of RCDS in Germany, 
the German Chancellor Angela Merkel visited our conference 
and discussed changes and risks of the higher education 
system in a global world with the 200 delegates. Challenges 
of implicating the Bologna Process into national education 
systems while harmonizing the latter Europe-wide were dis-
cussed. Since autumn 2009 Germany, has been governed 
by a Christian Democratic and Liberal coalition. This is a 
great opportunity for RCDS to bring our ideas into the politi-
cal discussion.

In 2009 the “education-strike” that was supported by many 
students especially from the left-wing and socialistic organi-
sations took place in Germany, too. The reasons for those 
strikes were the problems related to the implication of the 
new bachelor/master study programs and the tuition fees 
(up to 500 eur/term) at State universities, which were intro-
duced in some German provinces. In some university cities 
lecture halls were occupied by students for several days and 
the police had to clear them. However, a great majority of 
students in Germany was not involved and most universities 
were left alone.

RCDS did not participate in these demonstrations because 
of the political differences between us and the left-wing or-
ganisations and because of our preferences for constructive 
discussions. Therefore, we enacted a 60-page booklet on 
our annual meeting, which summarizes our opinion about 
these chances, points out problems and proposes solutions 
related to the Bologna Process.
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FIG ITALY 
Forza Italia Giovani
http://www.forzaitaliagiovani.it/

In June 2010 we had a new leadership elect-
ed. Marco Casella was been appointed Chairman and Inter-
national Secretary.
In spring 2010 Italy had Regional elections and managed 
to achieve a victory in six regions - the most important and 
populated ones - out of total thirteen. Many new regional 
deputies have their roots in FIG.
Concerning Universities, we have had student elections, but 
we do not have the final polls available yet, since elections 
are still in progress in some universities until next autumn 
season.
FIG has launched two notable campaigns during the past 
year. A Freedom campaign for Iran (Neda), Cuba (political 
prisoners) and Myammar and aCampaign for Free Internet 
The most important affairs in the field of our domestic poli-
cies, which are currently in a key role on FIG agenda, are 
to achieve an educational reform based on meritocracy, to 
reform the pension system completely, to reform the taxa-
tion reform and to promote involvement of young people in 
politics.
FIG also hosted YEPP Congress in Rome in autumn 2009, 
plus other conferences and meetings on international issues 
with deputies.

LCYU LATVIA
Latvijas Konservativa Jaunatnes 
apvieniba
Latvian Conservative Youth Union
http://www.lkja.lv/

LCYU regularly involves youth and students in the dialogue 
with politicians and organises seminars  and conferences to 
give new knowledge and experience for Latvian Youth
Anti–corruption campaign “Don’t sell Latvia!”, organised by 
LCYU, took place in April 2010 in several regional universi-
ties of Latvia. The target of the campaign was to strengthen 
the understanding of the youth that any corruptive action 
jeopardises the competitiveness and sustainable democratic 
development of the state in the long-term perspective. Cam-
paigning was composed by various activities: lectures, inter-

FIDESZ YOUTH HUNGARY
Fidesz Ifjúsági Tagozat
Fidesz Youth Section
http://www.ifjusagitagozat.hu/

Fidesz Youth Section celebrated its 4th anniversary on 2nd 
December 2009. Being founded as the youth wing for all 
young Fidesz members, the organisation gathers today more 
than 8.000 members from all over the country. The Annual 
Meeting re-elected Dániel Loppert as Chairman was re-elect-
ed. He is accompanied by 4 Vice-Chairmen and Secretary 
General Tibor Viasz, as well as International Secretary Bence 
Bauer.
In April 2010, Parliamentary elections were held in Hungary 
where Fidesz Hungarian Civic Union received 52,73% of all 
votes and gained 263 out of 386 seats in the Hungarian 
Parliament, holding now a 68% majority there. One of the 
Fidesz Youth Section founders, Gergely Gulyas, was elected 
as an MP, while Bence Bauer is on the election list for the 
European Parliament.
Being committed to youth and student policies, Fidesz Youth 
Section highlighted the importance of young people in the 
Central European countries and prepared a policy paper on 
the impact of young generations in overcoming the moral 
backslashes in the region.
Within the election campaign, Fidesz Youth Section elabo-
rated new ways of involving young people in the work of the 
party. New communities and new approaches were found to 
make young people interested. The headquarters updated 
the lists of activists and new interested people. In total, more 
than 15,000 young people were mobilised in the election 
campaign.
The Summer University of Fidesz Youth with the title ‘Civic 
Government 2.0’ in August 2009 set principles of good gov-
ernance. Also the newly elected EDS Bureau and co-chair 
candidates attended the Summer University and had their 
first official meeting during the time.
Additionally, November 21-22, the Permanent Working 
Group Policies for Europe hold its meeting in Budaperst with 
all three co-chairs present.
In May 2010, in cooperation with HAZ Croatia, Fidesz Youth 
Section organised the IV. Central European Youth Conference 
in Pécs and Vukovar. The event was successful and  attended 
by some 50 delegates and guests. Dániel Grózner (Deputy
International Secretary of Fidesz Youth Section) was elected
Secretary General of CEYC.
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Adenauer  Stitung.  More than  50  representatives from  all  
over the Europe  were addressed by Andrius Kubilius, Prime 
Minister of Lithuania, Irena Degutiene, Speaker of Parlia-
ment as well as other high-level keynote speakers.

YFO of VMRO-DPMNE 
FYR MACEDONIA

Youth Forces Union of VMRO-DPMNE
http://www.vmro-dpmne.org.mk/

The Youth Forces Union of VMRO-DPMNE, Macedonia has 
elected a new Board of the organization in January 2010. 
The President, Mr. Saso Stefanoski has started his second 
mandate, and Hristina Runceva was re-appointed as Interna-
tional Secretary. The new board is complemented with new 
and young members, most of them students. The Annual 
Conference, which is the biggest event of the organization, 
was traditionally held in May 2010. The Prime Minister,  
Nikola Gruevski has delivered a speech in front of numerous 
students and supporters from all over the country.
The Youth Forces Union was permanently active on the 
ground organizing campaigns of different types, starting 
from the successful recruiting campaign, targeting students 
and youth, educational debate caravans, sport tournaments, 
charity campaigns and the most successful caravan of An-
nual Assemblies organized and hosted by all local branches 
of the organization throughout the country. 
The Government, leaded by VMRO-DPMNE, during the last 
year provided a lot of projects for youth. Some of them are
“Computer for every student” - providing computers and 
new communicational structure in all primary and second-
ary schools in the country - and lowering the tuition fees for 
every new student at the state universities by 50 %.
The Youth Forces Union of VMRO-DPMNE will host the YEPP 
Seminar on Youth Educational Programmes - Factor for Mo-
bility of students in Skopje in December 2010. The objec-
tive of the Seminar is to raise the issue of student mobility 
and present information for the available programmes and 
their significance. The Seminar will be a good chance for 
exchange of experience and best practices in education and 
mobility of students in their respective countries. Some of 
the best practices will be promoted and used for further 
development and application.

active simulation games, and distribution of the posters and 
brochures. Several Latvians, top experts in the field, like the 
State Auditor and the Head of Anti-corruption and preven-
tion bureau, together with experts from Sweden and Latvian 
anti-corruption NGO “Delna” discussed anti-corruption issues 
with Latvian Youth. The event was organised with the sup-
port of the Embassy of the USA in Latvia.
Political  parties  and NGOs of Latvia ave started active prep-
aration for the Parliamentary election which will be held in 
October 2010. These elections will be significant with the 
consolidation process of right-wing political parties in Latvia 
and LCYU welcomes this process.
LCYU members have not only been widely represented in EDS 
and other international events during the year, but also host-
ed international friends in Latvia. The Spring Council meeting-
seminar of Nordic Conservative Student Union (NKSU) took 
place in Riga in late March.The purpose of the seminar “Edu-
cation- a cornerstone for Baltic’s revival? 

JKL LITHUANIA
Jaunuju konservatoriu lyga
Young Conservative League
http://www.jkl.lt/

This  Spring, during the Annual General Conference the new 
organisation’s board and  new  Chairman-  Arnoldas Pikžirnis 
were elected . JKL actively  participates in political  activities- 
elections and election campaigns, actions and such, organ-
ises and  takes  part in various  events  and  projects, as well 
as provides  for its  member various  free time  activities for  
teambuilding - for example summer camps.

This year JKL had two main domestic events. Project “The 
school of citizenship”  was  the cycle of   seminars-simulation 
games of the  Councils of  the municipalities in twelve Lithua-
nia cities. Some 350 young people were directly involved 
as participants and 72 members of JKL were involved as 
project organizers.Project “EcoSim elections” was  the cycle 
of  the trainings in ten JKL branches. The main method of 
these trainings was computer simulation game imitating the 
pre-elections period to Lithuanian parliament. These train-
ings were presented for approximately 200 people. Project 
was financed by Konrad Adenauer  Stitung.  

This year  JKL  hosted 4th EDS Council  Meeting, which   
took   place  from   in early May in  Vilnius.  The topic  of  
the Council  meeting was “EU and Russia: A new page in 
our relationship?“, the event  was   supported  by   Konrad 
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NG PPCD MOLDOVA
Organiza’ia de Tineret “Noua Generatie”
Youth Organization of PPCD 
“New Generation”
http://www.nouageneratie.md/

In November 2009 NG PPCD held its National Conference. 
The Conference re-elected Mr. Victor Ciobanu as the Presi-
dent of NG PPCD for third time. 

National Conference also adopted 6 resolutions, including 
resolutions on economic situation of young people from 
Moldova, the implication of young people from Moldova in 
social, economic and political life, social policies of Govern-
ment: houses and work places for young people, the situation 
in education system which contain proposals to change the 
education system, educational programs and adapt them to 
European standards, and on the functionality of legislation 
on youth.

In November NG PPCD also organized student conference 
“Young people shaping youth policies” with guests from EDS. 
In June NG PPCD organised a round table: Young people 
from Moldova and the civil society against the corruption in 
educational institutions from our country.

in July 2009 anticipated Parliamentary elections took place 
in Moldova. NG PPCD fully supported its mother party Chris-
tian Democratic People’s Party (PPCD) on these elections. 
First seven candidates of the list were representatives of 
NG PPCD. Unfortunately, the party didn’t manage to get in 
Parliament after accumulating only 1,9% of the votes - the 
threshold was 5% of votes. Due to lack of political communi-
cation, the Parliament wasn’t able to elect the President for 
the country and Moldova will have new Parliamentary elec-
tions planned probably for November 2010.

In February 2010 PPCD held its XII Congress. Victor Ciobanu, 
President of NG PPCD was elected as Vice-chairman of 
PPCD and the International Secretary of PPCD.

September 2009 saw the founding of the Eastern European 
Youth Initiative by Christian Democratic youth organizations 
from Eastern Europe: Ukraine, Moldova, Bulgaria, Romania, 
Georgia, Armenia, and Belarus. For this year, Moldova has 
the presidency – Ana Ciofu, project manager of the Founda-
tion for Christian Democracy. 

SDM MALTA
Studenti Demokristjani Maltin
http://www.sdm.org.mt/

In August 2009 an Extraordinary 
General Meeting was held with 
the aim of enlarging the Executive 
Board to 20 members. The An-
nual Meeting was held in January 
2010. This Annual Meeting saw the formulation of the Cen-
tru Alcide De Gasperi, a SDM political-academic think tank, 
and the SDM journal, STREAM. Another Extraordinary Gen-
eral Meeting was held in April 2010 to fill in some vacant 
posts in the Board. Simultaneously, the Board was divided in 
four committees; the Administration; the Activities Commit-
tee; the Media Committee and the Political Committee. 

SDM contests elections for the student councils of the Jun-
ior College and of the University of Malta. In March 2010 
we won all the seats of KSU Executive Board. Not all posts 
were contested so an election was not held for every post 
of the Board.

SDM’s policy is shaped by the Centru Alcide De Gasperi. The 
Centre is working on updating our Political Manifesto. The 
Centru Alcide De Gasperi was launched in October 2009 
with a debate about  Christian Democracy, and the philoso-
phy behind this doctrine. 

In May 2010, SDM Junior College branch organised an in-
formation campaign on European programmes like Youth in 
Action and Life Long Learning. SDM has joined other student 
organisations and petitioned Maltese MPs to support the 
cause of Maltese students and young people.

In November 2009 SDM organised a debate as part of the 
KSU Association Days to commemorate the 20th anniversa-
ry of the fall of the Berlin Wall. We also organised a debate 
in March 2010, where former Prime Minister and former 
President Dr. Edward Fenech Adami addressed students on 
Campus about his experience in politics. 

SDM protested against the decision of the European Court 
of Human Rights to ban the crucifix from Italian classes, and  
explained the importance of this symbol in a European con-
text. We appealed to the authorities to defend the Maltese 
and European values.

SDM is at the forefront at stimulating policy-making at youth 
level and it is for this reason that we work closely with the 
Maltese National Youth Council.
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MK POLAND
Stowarzyszenie Mlodzi Konserwatysci 
Rzeczpospolitej Polskiej
Young Conservatives Association Poland

In January 2010 MK held our General Meeting, on which the 
new Chairman together with a new Board of the Organisa-
tion have been elected. Tomasz Skupiński was elected the 
new Chairman of the organisation and Maja Mazurkiewicz 
was appointed the International Secretary. 
In Summer 2010 Poland had to face premature Presiden-
tial elections as a follow-up of the April plane tragedy. In the 
Second Round the former speaker of Parliament Bronislaw 
Komorowski of the Civic Platform party won with a clear mar-
gin the challenger, Jaroslaw Kaczynski of the Law and Order 
party, a brother to the late president Kaczynski and former 
Prime Minister. The result will hopefully guide Poland to im-
prove its relations inside the EU.
As the year 2010 is the electoral year, after the Presidential 
elections, local elections are scheduled for autumn, MK has 
had its focus on encouraging young people to use their right 
and to go to vote. 

JSD PORTUGAL
Juventude Social Democrata
Social Democrat Youth
http://www.jsd.pt/

The period 2009/2010 was one of intense activity for JSD, 
combining the regular activity of the structure with three 
electoral campaigns and two party congresses.

From the projects undertaken this year, we would like to 
highlight the following. 

JSD Prepared candidates, electoral programs and cam-
paigns for three elections: European Parliament, Municipal 
elections and Parliamentary elections. For the upcoming 
municipal elections we have been collecting a Pool of local 
governance best practices.

We organised several campaigns, like a national informative 
campaign about youth participation in the European Parlia-

HSF NORWAY
Høyres Studenterforbund
The Norwegian Conservative 
Student Union
http://www.hoyrestudent.no/

HSF’s 49. Annual Congress elected the a new board in Feb-
ruary 2010. As the new Chairman the Congress elected 
Henrik Erevik Riise.

The board’s work has mainly focused on the plans that were 
adopted at the Annual Congress. Kristian Tveit Venås has 
been the Secretary General since January 2010, and is re-
sponsible for the daily operation of the Union in consulta-
tion with the Chairman. Høyres Studenterforbund has eight 
active local associations, located at different colleges and 
universities in Norway. 

The Norwegian Parliament election last fall marked the year 
of 2009 in Høyres Studenterforbund. Høyres Studenterfor-
bund prepared a special campaign aimed at students, with 
the key topics of the European Union, employment oppor-
tunities and education policy. The Conservative Party got a 
support level of 17.2 % at the election. Høyres Studenter-
forbund has also received attention in the media, because of 
our desire to introduce tuition fees at Norwegian universities 
and colleges.

One of the main topics of the HSF in 2010 has been to stop 
the introduction of the EU’s data storage directive (Directive 
2006/24/EC) in Norway. In addition to the aforementioned 
resolution, the congress also adopted two additional resolu-
tions: ‘Introduce karens days in Norway” and “Less political 
control of research and higher education”.

HSF also wanted a stronger awareness of our traditional role 
as an ideological watchdog in the Conservative Party, and the 
previous board therefore continued the Ideology project. The 
Ideology project resulted in the debate book “Her er Høyre” 
(Here’s the Conservative Party), launched at the Conserva-
tive Party’s national convention in 2009.  Høyres Studenter-
forbund is a member of The Nordic Conservative Student Un-
ion (NKSU), European Democrat Students and International 
Young Democrat Union (IYDU) and has participated actively 
in events of these organisations during the last year.
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OSPD-L ROMANIA
Organizatia de Studenti a Partidului 
Democrat-Liberal
Student Organization of the Democrat-
Liberal Party
http://www.ospdl.ro/

OSPD-L, as the student organization of the Liberal-Democrat 
Party, Romania’s leading party in coalition with the Democrat 
Union of Hungarians in Romania (UDMR), has lately been in-
volved in a diverse range of activities, supporting the founding 
party during the tough electoral campaigns it has not only been 
through, but successfully completed.  Our country is currently 
facing a difficult economic downturn that has further led to the 
IMF loan, and we have therefore also contributed to raising pub-
lic awareness on this issue and explaining why the government 
has called for such a decision, as well as what the consequenc-
es, benefits and risks may be. 

This last year has been marked by two important elections in Ro-
mania: the European elections and the Presidential ones. PD-L 
was successful in both of them, which is indeed an accomplish-
ment.

During the European elections campaign, OSPD-L has been in 
charge of the student-related issues, raising awareness on the 
European Parliament and its relevance in Europe. OSPD-L has 
been able to organize an ample debate on European policies, 
gathering more than 40 students from all fields and having as 
special guest Mr. Cristian Preda, currently a European deputy 
on behalf of PD-L. 

The Presidential elections were much more complex and we 
decided to split our forces in two halves for better management 
and coordination of activities. As a result, half of us became 
the “front row” at the main campaigning headquarters and the 
other half remained on the field, campaigning door-to-door, as 
well as other kinds of activities. 

As the Romanian Law of Education recently underwent radical, 
but absolutely necessary transformations, OSPD-L has shown 
a great deal of interest in this domain and has brought an im-
portant contribution to the public debate that took place. Its 
members have written a Position Paper on enhancing the quality 
and efficiency of Higher Education in Romania, a document that 
reached the Minister of Education, Mr. Daniel Funeriu and was 
given careful consideration.   

ment elections, several outdoor campaigns denouncing the 
political options of the socialist government (featured on the 
media), and an informative campaign on the Lisbon Treaty.

We have hosted a round of meetings with fraternal youth as-
sociations to discuss youth problems, as well as events for 
our own membership like “Political Training Summer School”, 
“European Academy”, theme congresses for Education and 
Interiority. JSD also organises “Under 18” political training in 
high schools .

JSD has also adopted new strategic documents on employ-
ment, entrepreneurship, housing, family policies and educa-
tion, as well as proposals of a new regulation for scholars on 
sexual education school programs  (both presented by the 
JSD parliamentarians).

TCD-PNTCD ROMANIA
Tineretul Crestin Democrat - Partidul 
National Taranesc Crestin Democrat
Christian Democratic Youth - National 
Peasant Christian Democratic Party
http://www.pntcd.ro/

TCD-PNTCD supported PD-L for the presidential elections in 
Romania, in which Mr. Traian Basescu was reelected as Ro-
mania’s President for a new 5 year term.

TCD-PNTCD held during this period several campaigns in 
Bucharest, Constanta, Galati, Valcea and Brasov. In these 
activities we made young people aware of the political system 
in Romania and how important is for them to be active in 
politics, as part of the current lifestyle. Apart of the normal 
youth meetings, we held monthly meetings, at regional and 
national level, preparing our members for the local and re-
gional administration.

In May 2010 TCD-PNTCD broadened its international hori-
zons when it was admitted as a fullmember by the Council 
of Central European Youth Cooperation (CEYC), during the 
4th Central European Youth Conferench, which took place in 
Pécs (Hungary) and Vukovar (Croatia).
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SAU SLOVENIA
Študentsko društvo Slovenska
akademska unija
Slovene Academic Union
http://www.academic-union.si/

At our General Assembly, President of Slovenian Academic 
Union Mark Boris Andrijanič was re-elected once again and 
Tomaž Čebela was appointed Secretary general for yet an-
other term. SAU also became a member of Ljubljana Youth 
Council.
There were no student elections this year in Slovenia. SAU 
is still an active opposition in the student organisation of 
University of Ljubljana, but not forming student government. 
Currently we are in the process of preparing a campaign for 
upcoming student elections in October 2010.
SAU organised a number of events for its membership, 
mostly round tables, educational events and seminars. Some 
of the more important topics were European energy security 
and Rebels with a reason (process of slovenian democratisa-
tion and stories behind it).
Besides other projects, SAU members participated at Bled 
Strategic forum and at Aplbach forum. Our board member 
Boštjan Furlan was elected for a Vice-president of Initiative 
Group Senza Confini (European Foruma Alpbach).

KLIKS SERBIA
Konfederacija Liberalnih i
konzervativnih studenata
Confederation of Liberal and Con-
servative Students

ODM SLOVAKIA
Obciansko-demokratická Mládež
Civic Democratic Youth
http://www.odm.sk/

ODM held its traditional Summer University, this time called 
“Without a Tie”, in August 2009. Guests from MK Czech Re-
public, MK Poland and Fidesz Youth attended. In November 
2009 ODM representatives spoke at an international confer-
ence entitled Europe in the 21st Century. 20 Years of De-
mocracy in the Visegrad Countries, Komárno. ODM’s newest 
club was established in May 2010 in Dunajská Streda. The 
Congress of ODM will be held only after the EDS Summer 
University in Žilina, most likely in August.

November 2009 marked the beginning of ODM’s anti-cam-
paign “Farewell Fico” in a softer version. A much stronger 
continuation followed by flooding Slovakia with stickers; this 
came weeks before the elections in June 2010.

In spite of the fact that populist leftists won the elections, 
they successfully cannibalised the electorate of their coali-
tion partners, one of which did not manage to get into the 
Parliament, the other barely made it. This decreased the 
coalition potential of the Socialists and they are moving to the 
opposition. During the time of the Annual Meeting, Slovakia 
will have a freshly formed centre-right government. The last 
country in the Visegrad sector to do so.

Apart from EDS, ODM was also represented at DEMYC 
meetings in the past working year and also had a chance to 
see IYDU in action at their meeting in December in Berlin.

ODM is currently preparing the EDS Summer University, 
which we will host and organise in Bratislava/Žilina in July.
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USA UKRAINE

Ukrainian Students’ Association
http://www.yss.com.ua/

The key values of the Ukrainian Students’ Association (USA) 
are the defence of students’ rights, like support for an in-
dependent testing system for pupils and future students, 
support laws relating to students self-government organisa-
tions, creation of coalitions of non-government organisations 
with the goal to help the people.
USA adopted a lot of resolutions and motions during this 
working year. Mostly they considered the internal affairs of 
Ukraine. A big number of them were regarding the decisions 
of the new government and mostly in the higher education 
field, such as support of independent testing system for en-
tering to university etc.
USA actively took part in EDS campaigns. In Ukraine USA led 
a campaign for support of the independent testing system 
and another regarding reformation of the Ukrainian Youth 
Forum. As a result the Chairman of USA was elected as 
Vice-Chairman of Ukrainian Youth Forum.
At the beginning of this year Ukraine had Presidential elec-
tions, following which the county has gained a new Presi-
dent; Mr Victor Yanukovich. USA was not involved actively 
in the pre-election campaign, because it is not an affiliated 
youth organisation of any political party. However, USA of-
ficially supported Yulia Tymoshenko at this election. 
The most important international event of this year for USA 
was Policy days of EDS, which took place in Kiev, the capital 
city of Ukraine in early June 2010.
Also during the year USA had some common conferences 
with representatives from Kazakhstan, Russia, Belarus and 
Armenia. During these conferences common higher educa-
tion projects and future co-operation and students exchange 
were discussed. 
After Presidential elections USA gave a presentation about 
the election during the EDS Council Meeting in Brussels and 
also wrote some articles about the new regime and govern-
ment in Ukraine for EDS’ Bullseye magazine.

FMSF SWEDEN
Fria Moderata Studentförbundet
Confederation of Conservative and Liberal Students
http://www.fmsf.se/

Our Annual meeting took place in the township of Eskilstuna, 
on the outskirts of Stockholm, in early June 2010. Apart 
from the political discussions, former Vice Chairman Gustaf 
Grigorij Dymov was elected as the new Chairman. Two new 
Vice-Chairmen were elected as well.

During spring 2010 we have managed to expanded our cen-
tral office, by appointing a secretary of education politics and 
a press secretary, as well as nominating Amanda Wollstad 
as our new International Secretary. 

In September, 2010, Sweden holds elections for Parliament, 
Regions and Municipalities. FMSF is currently in the proc-
ess of preparing for the elections, trying to find our niche in 
the fight for the agenda. Except for taking a stance for the 
Moderate Party (Moderaterna), FMSF will try to deliver a 
campaign that benefits the whole Alliance (of the centre-right 
parties), which was formed before the last general elections.

FMSF has had larger campaigns electronically on the subject 
of human rights and the private sphere, as well as equality 
issues and gender politics. 

The subject of the private sphere, how and when that can 
be violated, and how it could be deductively explained from 
a human rights perspective, has been our most important 
point of debate in Sweden. It is to a large extent a clash of 
generations, putting emphasis on either the freedom of the 
internet or the right of the State to take information collect-
ing measures to ensure national security. 

In July 2009 FMSF hosted the Annual Meeting and 50th An-
niversary Seminar of the Nordic Conservative Student Union 
(NKSU), which FMSF was a co-founder of. The Seminar took 
place in University city of Lund in province of Scania.

Most importantly, FMSF organised and hosted the first EDS 
Council Meeting in Stockholm in the beginning of October 
2009. Featuring keynote speakers such as the EPP Vice-
Chairman Gunnar Hökmark and the Minister for Migration 
and Asylum Tobias Billström. On the last night we also tried 
to teach the EDS the value of singing during dinners and 
festivities in proper Scandinavian style!
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Observer members
 YCEG UNITED 

KINGDOM
Young Conservative Europe Group
http://www.conservativeeuropegroup.org.uk/

In recent months the Young Conservative Europe Group, 
along with its parent organisation the Conservative Europe 
Group, has reduced its domestic activities in the lead up to 
a General Election. Given the wide range of European views 
within the Conservative and Unionist Party, it was agreed to 
go into relative hibernation so as not to cause internal argu-
ment, sadly one of the key reasons for the downfall of the 
last Conservative Government.

Post-election however, we have a new focus and energy. We 
are launching a brand new website jointly with our parent or-
ganisation in July, and have a raft of exciting events planned.

CEG Annual General Meeting earlier this year confirmed Ken-
neth Clarke MP as President for another term, with former 
MP Ian Taylor likewise retaining his role as Chairman. 

As mentioned above, the United Kingdom has recently had 
a General Election. The Conservative Party gained the most 
votes, ending 13 years of Labour government. However, our 
party did not win an outright majority, and so has entered in 
to coalition with the Liberal Democrats, who came third, with 
Conservative leader David Cameron as the Prime Minister. 
The key roles of Home Secretary, Chancellor of the Excheq-
uer, and Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary have also 
gone to Conservative MPs. Coalition government is almost 
unheard of in the UK, so those on both sides of the political 
divide are eagerly awaiting to see how things turn out.

Tacit support was leant during the General Election to Con-
servative candidates whose European views and values 
matched our own. In the meantime, we have also been in-
volved with the writing and publication of several articles by 
leading European political figures.

We are at the current time preparing applications to both 
EDS and the Nordic Conservative Student Union (NKSU), 
both of which we are currently Observer Members of. We 
hope to submit out application to EDS at the 2011 Winter 
University.

Affiliate members
HYC SLOVAKIA

Magyar Ifjúsági Közösség
Spoloèenstvo Mad’asrkej Mládeže 
Hungarian Youth Community

YLC ISRAEL

Young Likud Congress

In a recent vote Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu tri-
umphed overwhelmingly: As final votes were counted, he had 
secured 76% support in the party’s central congress for his 
proposal to delay internal party elections by more than a 
year. Netanyahu had branded success in the vote as crucial 
to his capacity to pursue the peace process without interfer-
ence from the right wing of the party – small as it is.

Our student groups (called LAVI) got the best results we have 
ever had in the Hebrew University of Jerusalem (in a mutual 
block with OFEK, the Labour students group); and in Haifa 
University. We also established a new LAVI group in Tel-Aviv 
University for the first time.

We Introduced a bill to give preferential treatment to those 
young students who are discharged soldiers from military / 
civil service. We Successfully united the young leaders of the 
major political parties to fight for more suitable housing for 
students and young families.

Recently, Young Likud President, Mr Davidi Hermelin, to-
gether with the newly elected chairperson of Young Labour, 
agreed to join forces in the struggle against resistance to 
recognise the right of parties to run and place candidates for 
Student Union positions.

As well as hosting the second EDS Council meeting in Jeru-
salem and becoming an affiliate member of EDS later in Win-
ter University, Young Likud and its International Secretary, 
Adv Yoni Lipkin, have aimed to develop strong and direct rela-
tions with many national international organisations, through 
active participation and constant representation.
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Malta 
Council

Trier 
Council

Bucarest 
Council

Paris 
Council

Limassol 
Council

Stockholm 
Council

Jerusalem 
PWG

Jerusalem 
Council

Brussels 
PWG

Brussels 
Council

Vilnius 
PWG

Vilnius 
Council

Kyiv 
Presence Presence

AG Austria 92 %
AM SDA Bosnia 42 %
CDS Belgium 67 %
DAP-NDFK Greece 42 %
DKS Denmark 50 %
EDH Belgium 83 %
Fidesz Youth Hungary 100 %
FIG Italy 83 %
FISS Bulgaria 25 %
FMSF Sweden 83 %
FPK Protoporia Cyprus 75 %
G17+ Youth Serbia* 80 %
HAZ Croatia 67 %
HSF Norway 75 %
HYC Slovakia 33 %
IRLY Estonia 92 %
JKL Lithuania 58 %
JSD Portugal 58 %
KLIKS Serbia 50 %
LCYU Latvia 100 %
MÉT France 100 %
MF Belarus 67 %
MGERB Bulgaria 75 %
MK Czech Republic 50 %
MK Poland 92 %
NGPPCD Moldova 75 %
ODM Slovakia 92 %
OSPDL Romania 50 %
PNTCD Romania 50 %
RCDS Germany 92 %
SAU Slovenia 67 %
SDM Malta 58 %
SO HSS Croatia 67 %
TK Finland 100 %
USA Ukraine 100 %
VMRO-DPMNE FYROM 33 %
YCEG United Kingdom*** 63 %
YL Israel** 75 %
YSO Graali Georgia 67 %
TOTAL MEMBERS 33 26 26 30 36 29 22 24 22 34 0 22 9
% of membership 89 % 70 % 70 % 81 % 95 % 78 % 59 % 65 % 58 % 89 % #DIV/0! 58 % 24 %
* Termination of Membership in Cyprus ** Beginning of Membership in Brussels *** Beginning of Membership in Cyprus

E
D
S
 

M
E
M
B
E
R
S
 
P
R
E
S
E
N
C
E

Full member organisations



82

Organisations
PARTNER ORGANISATIONS

EPP
European People’s Party
10 Rue du Commerce,

1000 Bruxelles, Belgium
Tel: +32 285 41 40
Fax: +32 2 285 41 41
Secgen@evppe.be
www.eppe.org

Yepp
Youth of the European

People’s Party
10 Rue du Commerce,
1000 Bruxelles, Belgium
Tel: +32 285 41 63
Fax: +32 2 285 41 65
yepp@evppe.be
www.yepp.org

Demyc
Democrat Youth

Community of Europe
Corner of Pindarou and Skokou 
– Tymvion Megaron, 1st floor
1308 – Nicosia/Cyprus

AFFILIATED ORGANISATIONS

Council of Europe European
Youth Foundation
F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex

Tel: +33 3 884 132 93
Fax: +32 3 902 149 64
eyf@coe.int
www.coe.int

YFJ - Youth Forum Jeunesse
European Youth Forum
120 Rue Joseoh II, 1000 

Brussels
Tel: +32 2 230 64 90
Fax: +32 2 230 21 23
youthforumæyouthforum.org
www.youthforum.org

IYDU  
International Young Democrat Union
iydu@iydu.org
www.iydu.org

Unesco
United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural 

Organisation
7 Place de Fontenoy, FR-75352, PAris
Tel: +33 1 456 811 20
Fax: +33 1 444 999 18
www.unesco.org

Union of the Robert
Schuman Institute
H-1123 Budapest,

 

ALkotas u.5
Tel: +36 1 202 00 00
Fax: +36 1 201 89 85
schuman.institute@matavnet.hu
www.rschuman.hu

Konrad Adenauer
Foundation
Rathausallee 12, 53757 

Sankt Augustin
Tel: +49 22 41 24 6-0
Fax: +49 22 41 24 6-5 91
zentrale@kas.de
www.kas.de

ASSOCIATED ORGANISATIONS

Canada
Progressive Conservative
Youth Generation
Tel: +1 40 327 885 58
president@pcyouth.com
www.pcyouth.com

USA

CRNC - College Republicans
National Committee
600 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE 

Suite 215,
Washington DC
Tel: +18 8 876 535 64
Fax: +12 0 260 814 29
info@crnc.org
www.collegerepublicans.org

YAF - Young America’s
Foundation

F.M. Kirby Freedom Centre, 110 Elden
Street, Herndon, Virgina, 20170 USA
Tel: +18 0 029 292 31
Fax: +17 0 331 891 22
yaf@yaf.org
www.yaf.org
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Sponsors
European Democrat students would like to thank to all of their sponsors.  
Without them there would be much less to report, without them the fruitful 
exchange of ideas and cooperation of almost 40 organisations from all parts 
of Europe would not be possible, without them we would not be celebrating the 
50th anniversary in 2011...
Thank you for your support
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